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MEETING MINUTES1

Meeting Date: October 24, 2000
Meeting Time: 10:30 A.M.
Meeting Place: State House, 200 W. Washington St.,

Room 125
Meeting City: Indianapolis, Indiana
Meeting Number: 5

Members Present: Sen. Joseph Zakas, Chair; Sen. John Waterman; Sen. Frank Mrvan;
Sen. Larry Lutz; Rep. Dennis Avery; Rep. Ed Mahern; Rep. Richard
Mangus.

The Chair, Senator Zakas, called the meeting to order at approximately 10:55. A quorum was
not present when the meeting started.

The Chair announced that the committee would consider and act upon three bill drafts and the
Committee’s final report when they had a quorum. In the interim, the members present would
discuss the bill drafts and final report.

Review of PD 3476: Mortgage Fraud Unit (Appendix A)

Bob Rudolph, staff attorney, described the changes made to the PD requested by the
committee at its last meeting. Rep. Avery asked about line 29 on page 1 of the draft. The line
deals with the Attorney General’s office cooperating with the Department of Insurance with
respect to title insurance. Rep. Avery said that a constituent had told him that they were
strongly encouraged to buy a whole life insurance policy that would pay off the home equity
loan if they died. While the loan was not dependent on the purchase of the policy, it was implied
that it would help the approval process. Life insurance is supposed to be offered, but it is not
required and it should be term insurance. He requested changing the language from “title
insurance” to the more general term of “insurance with respect to mortgage lending”.
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Review of PD 3429: Funeral Director Licenses (Appendix B)

The Chair called on Ms. Carolyn Elliott representing the Funeral Directors Association to explain
a letter she had sent to the Chair. Ms. Elliot explained that PD 3429 is not supported by her
association. The bill draft is not needed to address Rep. Mangus’ concern of a former funeral
director’s ability to meet and greet people at the funeral home. Current law allows former
directors to perform meet and greet services.

Review of PD 3486:  Continuing Education Distance Learning (Appendix C)
 
Mr. Rudolph described the changes made to the PD that the committee requested at its last
meeting. Rep. Mahern responded that the draft applies to more than continuing education for
professions under the Professional Licensing Agency. Since the Committee did not request or
receive testimony from other occupations on the need for distance learning, the bill should be
limited to professions regulated by the Professional Licensing Agency. Mr. Rudolph stated that
if Section 2 of the PD was removed and line 4 on page 1 was changed from “an agency that
regulates under this title or under IC 15, IC 16, or IC 22" to “commission listed in IC 25-1-6-3"
then the draft would only apply to occupational regulated Professional Licensing Agency
boards. 

Mr. Ron Wuensch representing the Indiana Optometric Association testified that two years ago
Rep. Brown chaired a committee that studied the issue of limiting distance learning for the
medical professions. The clinical setting for continuing education is very important for the
medical professions.

At 11:35 a.m. the Chair recognized a quorum and asked for consideration of the PDs and the
final report.

PD 3486, continuing education distance learning, was amended by consent to reflect the
changes discussed above. A motion was made and seconded to recommend PD 3486, as
amended to the General Assembly for enactment. The motion passed seven to zero by a show
of hands..

PD 3476, mortgage fraud unit, was amended by consent to reflect the changes discussed
above. A motion was made and seconded to recommend PD 3476, as amended to the General
Assembly for enactment. The motion passed seven to zero by a show of hands.

The Chair stated that the final report (Appendix D) should be modified to:
1. eliminate the third recommendation, PD 3438, dealing with funeral directors,
2. reflect the votes on PD 3486 and PD 3476 as seven to zero, and 
3. modify the witness list and testimony summary to reflect the final meeting.

A motion was made and seconded that the Committee adopt as the Committee’s Final Report
for the 2000 Interim the draft Final Report as modified by the Committee.  The motion passed
seven to zero by a show of hands.

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:50 p.m.


